Early Help - working with you and your family

Early help means providing support as soon as the need emerges, at any point in a child's life. Staff at
St. Mark's CE Primary School recognise that any professional can provide early help.

Any pupil or family may benefit from early help, but staff will be alert to the potential need specifically
for early help for pupils who:

Are disabled, have certain health conditions, or have specific additional needs

Have SEND, regardless of whether they have a statutory EHC plan

Have mental health needs

Are young carers.

Show signs of being drawn into anti-social or criminal behaviour, including gang involvement and
association with organised crime groups or county lines

Are frequently missing or going missing from care or from home

Are at risk of modern slavery, trafficking, or sexual or criminal exploitation

Are at risk of being radicalised

Is misusing drugs or alcohol

Have family members in prison, or are affected by parental offending

Are in a family circumstance presenting challenges for them, such as drug and alcohol misuse,
adult mental health problems, or domestic abuse.

Misuse drugs or alcohol.

Have returned home to their family from care

Are at risk of HBA, such as FGM or forced marriage.

Are privately fostered.

Are persistently absent from education, including persistent absences for part of the school
day

Show any other early signs of abuse, neglect any other identified reason not listed above that
requires extra support or intervention to improve outcomes for families and children.

Have experienced multiple suspensions and are at risk of, or have been, permanently excluded
from school, alternative provision or a PRU.

Have experienced bereavement.

Viewing problematic or inappropriate online content or developing inappropriate relationships
online.

The DSL will take the lead where early help is appropriate and consent has been gained. This includes
liaising with other agencies and setting up an inter-agency assessment as appropriate. The local early
help process will be followed as required to help provide the right, effective support at the right time.

Early Help Assessment - information for professionals - Lancashire County Council

Staff may be required o support other agencies and professionals in an early help assessment, in some
cases acting as the lead practitioner. Any such cases will be kept under constant review assessing the
impact of the support.


https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/practitioners/supporting-children-and-families/early-help-assessment/

We therefore ensure that:

All staff and volunteers can identify the risk factors that indicate a family or pupil may
benefit from Early Help and can follow school procedures to share this with the DSL

DSLs (or other appropriate school staff) - will undertake a Family Early Help Assessment,
when appropriate, to identify what Early Help is required

DSLs will signpost and refer to appropriate support agencies

DSLs will lead on TAF meetings where is it appropriate for them to do so

DSLs will follow the local safeguarding processes and refer to Children's Social Care where
Early Help has not been successful in reducing risk and meeting unmet needs using the Levels of
Need contained within Working Well with Children and Families in Lancashire guidance



https://panlancashirescb.proceduresonline.com/chapters/p_work_well_chfam.html

