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Key vocabulary 
Word definition 

Living Animals and plants are living things. Living things need to 
have their basic needs met to survive. 

Used to be 
alive 

If something used to be alive (or was once alive), it means it 
used to be living but isn’t anymore. Now, it is dead. 

Never 
alive 

Things made out of metal, glass, plastic or rock were never 
living because they did not move by themselves, grow or need 

food. 
survive  To survive means to stay alive. 

Basic 
needs 

Basic needs are the things that living things need to stay alive 
(water, food, shelter). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Umbrella question  

      Living things and habitats: What types of 
homes do different animals live in, and why 
are these homes important for their survival? 

Hinge questions 

How can we classify living things? 

How do living things depend on each other? 

What is a habitat? 

What is a microhabitat? 

What are the names of plants? 

What do living things need to survive? 

What is a food chain? 
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