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INTRODUCTION

➢ What are the Early Education Funded (EEF) Entitlements

➢ Why is EEF take up a priority

➢ What is the data telling us

➢ What are we doing to improve take up of funded places



WHAT ARE THE EEF ENTITLEMENTS
Statutory Duties

❖ Sufficiency of quality, flexible, sustainable places for children aged 0-14 (0-18 SEND) for working parents

❖ Parent’s/families can access their funded entitlements 

2 Year Old’s    

❖ Targeted at the most disadvantaged children & families

❖ Low income families / in receipt of certain benefits

❖ Vulnerable groups

❖ Discretionary criteria 

❖ Children can access from term after 2nd birthday

❖ 15 hours per week (up to 570 hours per year)

❖ Parents apply on-line for eligibility check or professional completes a referral for vulnerable groups 



WHAT ARE THE EEF ENTITLEMENTS continued…

3 & 4 Year Old Universal Entitlement    

❖ All children aged 3& 4 prior to taking up their reception place in school

❖ Children can access from term after 3rd birthday

❖ 15 hours per week (up to 570 hours per year)

❖ No application process

3 & 4 Year Old Extended Entitlement  

❖ Additional 15 hours per week for eligible working families

❖ Application process via HMRC Childcare Choices

❖ Foster Carers  



WHY IS EEF TAKE UP A PRIORITY

Strategies/Council Priorities

❖ Children & Young People Plan

❖ Early Years Strategy

❖ Education Strategy

Benefits

❖ Promotes positive outcomes in children’s health and wellbeing, learning and behaviour

❖ Develops children’s speech and language skills

❖ Helps children to be school ready, and receive the best start to learning and education

❖ Helps children to be active and develop physically through fun and play 

❖ Helps to keep children safe, by enabling nurseries and childminders to report safeguarding concerns early



WHAT IS THE DATA TELLING US 

National Data (based on January Census Returns)

Level 2 Year Olds 3&4 Year Olds

2021 2020 2019 2021 2020 2019

Lancashire 62% 69% 69% 97% 98% 97%

North West 67% 72% 74% 93% 96% 96%

England 62% 69% 68% 90% 93% 93%



ICP 2YO DATA SUMMER 2021 (LOCAL DATA)



2YO DISTRICT DATA 

(LOCAL DATA) 

*Local data different to national data as reported at end of term



WHAT ARE WE DOING TO IMPROVE TAKE UP 

Comprehensive work programme in place focussing on following key themes/priorities: 

❖ Universal Marketing for Parents & Families

❖ Partnership Working 

❖ Vulnerable/Targeted Groups 

❖ Monitoring & Evaluation 

Future Themes/Priorities

❖ Brokerage & Outreach 

❖ Affordable Childcare



UNIVERSAL MARKETING  FOR PARENTS & FAMILIES

❖ Website content being reviewed with links to new materials

❖ New parent flyer and guide produced

❖ New posters designed 

❖ Ongoing social media campaigns for 2 new campaign for 3 & 4 year olds

❖ External Advertising Banners

❖ Corporate marketing campaign



PARTNERSHIP WORKING  
❖ Working with key partners/family facing services 

❖ Professionals Flyers, Parent Guides & Posters

o Rolled out to Health Visiting Service, CSC, CFWB, DWP Work Coaches , TASS partners, 
and schools & settings

o Producing professionals flyers Cultural Services, Community & Faith Groups, SEND 
Service  

❖ Additional briefing delivered for MASH Team 

❖ Elmer Postcard updated 

❖ Images/messaging via plasma screens in libraries

❖ Inclusion of key information/links to LCC web pages on Virgin Care website 

❖ Roll out of resources web page for sector and professionals family facing services



VULNERABLE & TARGETED GROUPS

❖ Partnership working with Children’s Social Care (CSC and Children & Families  
Well Being Service(CFWB) has been focussed on identifying open cases not 
accessing  (i.e. most vulnerable)

❖ Working with SEND service to put systems in place to track/monitor take up of 
2,3,4 Year Olds open to Portage or have an EHCP in place

❖ Ethnic Minority Groups

❖ GRT Families

❖ Using Acorn and geographical data to target groups so our marketing 
campaigns and outreach activities reach our target audiences 



WHAT NEXT

Libraries/Cultural Services:

• Family group sessions (e.g. Bounce &Rhyme)

• Promotion through their Settlement, Domestic Abuse and Traveller Community Teams

Children’s Social Care:

• Work with leaving care team and to support previously CLA who are now  parents of 2,3,4 YO's to access 
places

DWP:

• Workshops for Universal Credit claimants 

TASS/Schools: - To be discussed in group exercise



HOW WILL WE MEASURE SUCCESS

❖ Agreed suite of Key Performance Indicators 

o Access

o Quality

o Outcomes

❖ Termly reporting by locality

❖ Termly reporting by vulnerable groups



SUPPORTING INFO AND USEFUL LINKS 
• Parent flyer and guide 

• Professionals flyers & guide 

• Posters  
• Weblink to 2 Year Old Entitlements 

• Weblink to Parent 2 Year Old On-Line Application 

• Weblink to 2YO Referral Form 
• Weblink to 3 & 4 Year Olds Universal Entitlements 

• Weblink to 30 Hours Extended Entitlements

• Family Information Service (for parents) Email:FIS@lancashire.gov.uk Tel:0300 123 6712

• Brokerage Request form 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/early-years-childcare-and-family-support/paying-for-childcare/funded-childcare-for-2-year-olds/
https://fisonline.lancashire.gov.uk/SynergyWeb/Parents/default.aspx
https://clickweb.lancashire.gov.uk/viewdoc.asp?id=143326
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/early-years-childcare-and-family-support/paying-for-childcare/funded-childcare-for-3-and-4-year-olds/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/early-years-childcare-and-family-support/paying-for-childcare/30-hours-free-childcare/
mailto:FIS@lancashire.gov.uk
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/media/917692/childcare-brokerage-service-request-form.docx

